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The Ambitious City
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How has Hamilton’s renaissance 

benefitted from collaborative 

place-branding?
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“Every community is made up of millions 

of acts ... we each make or break the city 

in small ways every day.”

Peter Kageyama



Putting the Right Pieces Together

Planning

Urban Design

Development Engineering

Building

Transportation Planning

Parking

By-law Enforcement

Economic Development

Business Licensing

Real Estate

Culture

Tourism

Arts

Heritage
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A CASE STUDY:

Making Hamilton a Food City



“If you want to seed a place with activity, 

put out food.”

William H. Whyte



Open For Business



Simplified Zoning

Restaurant



Parking Requirements



Street Encroachments



On-Street Patios



Food Trucks



#HamOnt Food Tours



#PEDEats



Zoning for Farmers’ Markets



Renovation Grants



Agriculture Incentives
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ANOTHER CASE STUDY:

Making Hamilton a Music City



“Culture is to the contemporary city what 

roads, sewers and bridges were in the 

19th and early 20th centuries.”

Christopher Hume



Music On Patios



Busking & Street Performances



Celebrating & Storytelling



Agent of Change Principle



Music Mondays



Sector Development



Creative Industries Zoning



Places Of Worship



Musician Loading Zones



Major Events
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“Cities are built up from many little 

things.”

Jane Jacobs



“If only cities had fewer peddlers of 

complexity and more philosophers!”

Jaime Lerner



“The allowance of 

the random is the 

mark of a city’s 

health”

Pier Giorgio

Di Cicco
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